
The Bulletin of the Woodland Hills  
Rock Chippers, Inc. 

 

Regular club meetings are held at 7:00PM on the 3
rd

 Saturday of each month at:  
First United Methodist Church, 22700 Sherman Way, West Hills, CA 91303 

Visit our website    www.rockchippers.org 
WHRC Editor: P.O. Box 205 Woodland Hills, CA  91365 

Membership Information 

For any questions regarding membership in the Woodland 
Hills Rock Chippers please email Virginia Rotramel at 

whrc@rockchippers.org 

 
Club 

Calendar 
 

January 8th 
Class at Thalia’s 

Home. 
10:00 AM 

 
 

January 8th 
Business Meeting 

On Zoom 
7 PM 

 
 

January 15th 
Society Meeting 

at church 
6:30  PM Social 
7 PM General 

Meeting   
Program will be 
Flint Knapping 

 
 
 

Guests welcome 
Email  society or 
Thalia for Zoom 

invitation. 
 

From the President…. 
Another month has come and gone,  

We all made it through December, I hope everyone 
had a safe and pleasant Christmas. As we are about 
to enter January and a new year, let us all complete 
the year with positive intentions and a steadfast ex-
cited outlook to the future of our beloved rock chip-
pers club.  

Our holiday gathering was wonderful, although 
there was no food this year, it was wonderful to see 
so many smiling faces in person. Again, I would 
like to congratulate Thalia Goldsworthy for receiv-
ing this years Presidential Award, for going above 
and beyond in keeping our club alive, strong, and 
up to date. 

I ask everyone again to please try to make the time 
to attend and support our club by trying to make it 
to our meetings. The board of WHRC are working 
hard at keeping our club educational, fun, and excit-
ing. 

I hope to see more of you on our next gathering. 
Our next board meeting will take place on January 
8th at 7:00pm via Zoom, and our next general meet-
ing will take place on January 15th  at 6:30pm. 

Stay Safe and Healthy 

Sagi   

     Future Rockhounds of America 

For any questions regarding membership in the FRA 
please email Thalia Goldsworthy at 

whrc@rockchippers.org 
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SOCIETY  MEETING PROGRAM 

  
Program for January 15th – Flint Knapping 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flint Knapping has been done for centuries.  Native people all over the world have used this tech-
nique to make tools. In this program Bruce Bradley shows how a man might make successive tools 
from one piece of rock which he can use during his hunting venture. 

 

 

 

 

DUES    ARE     DUE 

It's that time of year again and time to cover our expenses. 

As a reminder some of our dues goes to the CFMS and Insurance. The insurance covers those 
who are on organization business and/or going on a sponsored (signed waiver) field trip. 

Following is the formula to follow: 

Single adult is $27.50                                                                                                                                            

Second adult at the same address is $17.50                                                                                 

For the above couple is $45.00     

Each child is $5.00 

Make checks payable to the Woodland Hills Rock Chippers.                                                                           
I will be available to hand the monies to at our Holiday Gathering.                                         
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2022 Officers and Directors Installed 

 

The Corporate Administrator installed the reelected Board of 2021 as the 2022 officials at the Hol-
iday Party on December 18, 2021. 

 

In the Photo, left to right: 

Paty Mejorado – Secretary 

Sagi Salomon – President 

Lillian Berwager – Director 

Gene Berwager – Director 

Barbara Bradbury – Treasurer 

Larry Bradbury – Director 

Debbie Hirlinger – Corporate 
Aministrator/Vice President 

 

Absent were John and Shanna O’Brien who will be installed as Directors and the January Business 
Meeting. 

                                                     Classes  

     Our December class project was a pair of Victoria earrings.  Photos of 
the finished project are from Debbie on right and Anita on left.  This was 
more challenging that it appeared.  Great work ladies 

 

 

Our class for January 8th will be a wire-wrapped bangle bracelet.  This is an 
intermediate project that uses 20ga square and half round wire.  Tools needed 
are the usual pliers and wire cutter.  If you have a pin vise, small flat file bring 
those.  Thalia will have those to borrow if you don’t. Class fee is $15.00.  If 
you have your own wire bring it.  If not material kits for 14/20 Gold Filled wire 
$25.00, Sterling silver $15.00.  We will start at 10:00AM and probably go past 
noon so bring a lunch.  

In February we will be wire wrapping a heart pendant.   This will be another intermediate project. 
Details in the next newsletter.   
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    Happy Birthday  

      Virginia,  Doreen          

Happy Anniversary 

     Sagi & Doreen 

              John & Shanna 

   

 

FRA NEWS 

This photo and description was sent from the new AFMS Juniors Pro-
gram Chairman for all you Little Chippers. 
 

 About the image: 
Some of the most collectible specimens are those that combine one or more minerals. Pyrite, Quartz, and Sphaler-
ite often grow in association. Pyrite, also known as fool's gold, is the most abundant sulfide mineral and Sphaler-
ite is the primary ore of Zinc. Combine them with Quartz, the second most common mineral in earths continental 
crust, and you end up with a one of a kind specimen.  

Image Credit: Lora Hall 
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CAN YOU HELP? 
At the start of the new year all chairmanships are open.  The newly elected President fills these roles 
with volunteers from our membership.  Many of the previous chairs will still be responsible for their 
respective duties.  However, there are openings that need volunteers. Below are positions that need vol-
unteers for 2022.  If you can help let Sagi Salomon know. 

Custodian—The Custodian has custody of the meeting place. This includes the responsibility for preparations 
before each meeting and cleanup after each meeting. The Custodian has the authority to request help from other 
members at the meeting. Following are the necessary activities to prepare the meeting place . Arrive at the meet-
ing facility at least one-half hour before any function (class, meeting, pot luck, etc.) in order to set up tables and 
chairs as required.  

Field Trip Chair—The Field Trip Chairperson chairs the committee that plans field trips for the year. The 
Chairperson performs the following additional activities. • Scouts the field trip area. • Arranges permits when 
needed. • Submits to the Newsletter Editor each month for publication, the type of material to be found, any nec-
essary equipment required, conditions to be found at the site, detailed directions or a map and meeting times. • 
Conducts or has another member conduct the trip  • Makes sure everyone in attendance has signed a Liability 
Waiver.  

Parliamentarian—Must attend all society meetings – general, business and all committee’s special meetings. • 
Must be familiar with the society’s By-Laws and Articles of Incorporation. • Must be familiar with Robert’s 
Rules of Order. • The purpose of attending the meetings is to answer any questions pertaining to the By-Laws or 
Articles of Incorporation of the society; to address any questions pertaining to the order of the meeting, and to 
assure that the meeting and actions are conducted according to the By-Laws.  

Programs It is the responsibility of the Program Chair to search out and select programs to be presented at the 
society meetings. The programs should be both interesting and informative.  

Publicity Chair is responsible for all outside publicity. •  The Chairperson will submit articles to daily newspa-
pers announcing pertinent society events, such as the annual show.. •  The Chairperson will have flyers printed 
that promote the society’s regular meetings and distribute them to various locations, such as rock and gem stores, 
libraries and other suitable places •  The Chairperson will maintain a supply of society brochures and have more 

Tips from Highland Park Lapidary About Using Silicon Grits. 

Like most chemicals, using silicon carbide has possible risks such as it can irritate the eyes and nose on con-
tact,  

and repeated high exposure to it may result in some diseases. 

This is why we’re giving you these safety precautions when using the silicon carbide-based grit. 

✅ Wear protective gloves, masks and clean clothing before you start working. 

✅ For the protection of the eyes and nose, use impact-resistant shields or goggles. 

✅ Immediately wash hands when in contact with the chemical especially if you plan to eat and drink after. 

✅ Post hazard and warning information in the workplace to keep others safe. 

✅ Make sure that there’s proper ventilation in the work area.  

✅ Prior to working with Silicon Carbide you should be trained in its proper handling and storage. 

Note: These are just guidelines and may not apply in every situation. 
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WHRC Business Meeting Minutes 
 
Time: 7:01pm 
Location: Via Zoom  
 
Secretary: Debbie Hirlinger Secretary Pro Tem 
Date: December 4, 2021 
  
Correction or approval of minutes: Approved 

Old Business: Nothing to report. 

Report of Treasurer- Barbara: Account in the Black—need to get President’s signature on banking. 
Auditor – Virginia: Next audit—January 2022. Will pick up at holiday party. 

Bulletin/Publisher - Thalia Goldsworthy is temporary editor, John is taking over in January. 
Classes/Workshops -Thalia: In person class on December 21—Victorian earrings. Bracelet for Janu-
ary and heart pendant for February 2022 switched after review. In person at Thatlia’, let her know if 
you are coming. 

Corporate Administrator – Debbie will update asset sheet, installation of new officers 

At December general meeting. 

Display/Education/Community Outreach -  display case at Thalia’s 

Pati to look at Acton locations. 

Federation Director – Gary: No report. 

FRA –Thalia: Nothing scheduled yet. 

Hospitality Historian – Lillian /Gene: No report. 

Librarian – Shanna: Nothing to report. 

Membership – Virginia: Dues are due for 2022. Discussion for personal info on roster for 2022 for 
membership. President’s award at holiday party. 
Programs: Jan 2022 DVD, Feb silent auction, March DVD. Audio visual equipment returned to Tha-
lia. 

Ways and Means: John won’t be able to attend any physical meetings. Virginia will take over. 

Web Master – John: No changes to report. 
New Business: Mention of continued Zoom meetings even if in-person meetings continue, whether 
WIFI at church reaches meeting room. Board calendar check list—Thalia to send out. 

Meeting Adjourned: 8:00 PM. 

Remember to pay your Dues—If paying  by check make payable to Woodland Hills Rock Chippers. 
You can deliver the dues either in person at the January Meeting or by mail.   

If mailing send to  Woodland Hills Rock Chippers,  Attn: Virginia Rotramel, P O Box 205, Woodland 
Hills, CA 91365 
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Woodland Hills Rock Chippers, Incorporated 

 

Our organization, a non-profit corporation, was formed for educational and instructive 
purposes: to foster collection and study of minerals, to disseminate knowledge about 
them, to sponsor field trips to find them, to encourage the use of them in lapidary and 
faceting studies, etc.  And to have one whale of a good time doing those things with all 
of our friends. 
 
Regular meetings are held on the 3rd Saturday of each month at 7:00 p.m.  Social time 
from 6:30 p.m. 
 
Field trips are at various times throughout the month. Guests are always welcome to 
attend. 
 
Membership is open to interested applicants after they have attended at least 2 Society 
meetings.  Annual dues are due in November for the following year.  Membership fees are 
currently $27.50 for one adult, $17.50 for a second adult at the same address, juniors 
(ages 10-18) and pebble pups  (ages 4-9) $5 each.  New members pay an additional $15 
initiation fee per person.  Late joining new members may have lower dues as they are 
prorated after mid-year. 

Material from Rock Chippings may be duplicated for non-commercial 
purposes with appropriate credits. For commercial use, individual 

authors must be contacted for approval. Articles lacking bylines have 
been generated by the Bulletin staff. 

Elected Officers/Directors 

President         Sagi Salomon    Director At Large    Gene Berwager 

Treasurer        Barbara Bradbury    Director At Large    Lillian Berwager  

Secretary        Paty Mejorado    Director At Large    Larry Bradbury 

Corp. Adm.     Debbie Hirlinger    Director At Large    John O’Brien 

                          Director At Large    Shanna O’Brien
      

Chairpersons and Appointed Positions 

Auditor…………………....Virginia Rotramel 

Bulletin Editor …………………John O’Brien 

Classes……………......Thalia Goldsworthy 

Courtesy/Hospitality...Lillian Berwager 

Custodian……………….................Open 

Federation Director………....Gary Levitt 

Alternate Fed Director..Maureen Levitt 

Field Trips…………………………..Committee 

FRA…………………......Thalia Goldsworthy 

Historian……………….......Gene Berwager 

Librarian…………………....Shanna O’Brien 

Membership ……………..Virginia Rotramel 

Outreach………………..Thalia Goldsworthy 

Parliamentarian……………...……….….Open 

Programs ……………….Thalia Goldsworthy 

Publicity…………………..................Open 

Shop ……………...  Pat Keene. Anita Niles 

Club Show Chair………….......Sagi Salmon 

Asst.Show Chair………..Virginia Rotramel 

Ways and Means……… .Virginia Rotramel 

Webmaster…………............John O’Brien 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Woodland Hills Rock Chippers, Inc. 
MEMBER OF CALIFORNIA FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES 

P.O. BOX 205, Woodland Hills, CA 91365 

 

Address exchange Bulletins to:   Editor at above address 

Society Meeting Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 15th 

6:30 Social &7:00 Program 

Flint Knapping - DVD  

                       

 

 

 

 

 

 


